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2011 marks the 20th An-

niversary of the creation of Northern Virginia 

NTRAK.  From a modest beginning with 5 mem-

bers in 1991 to over 90 members in 2010, North-

ern Virginia NTRAK is one of the largest, if not 

the largest N-scale model train club in the U.S.  

Our size provides us with both opportunity and 

challenge.  The opportunity is that our size allows 

us to offer a variety on N-scale layout formats, 

ranging from the traditional NTRAK to T-TRAK, 

oNe TRAK, and nN3.  The challenge is that our 

size means that one size will not fit all and that we 

need to understand those who are not exactly like 

us in their approach to N-scale model railroading. 

 

The Board is in the midst of completing plans for 

the celebration of our 20th Anniversary.  As part 

of the celebration, a special anniversary logo will 

be unveiled at the Annual Meeting (Sunday, Janu-

ary 16, 2011).  This logo will be incorporated into 

a plaque that will be given to each show ready 

module that appears in a club NTRAK layout in 

2011.  A show ready module is one that has been 

wired, ballasted, and scenic to the degree that it is 

suitable to appear in a public show.   The Superin-

tendent will maintain the official listing of all 
(Continued on page 3) 
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Train Collectors Association Holiday Show 
Steven Jackson 

 

The T-TRAK Division  had a very busy weekend on Dec 10-11, with 

concurrent shows on both sides of the Potomac River. Several members 

setup a layout at the Train Collectors Association (TCA) Holiday 

Train Show at the Kena Shiners'ô Temple in Fairfax, VA. 

 

The TCA Holiday Train Show  2010 was the 6th year that the T-TRAK 

Division set up at this event. The show is an ideal one for the Division in 

that it is a short, one-day show. TCA is primarily an O and S gauge or-

ganization, and as a result, the vendors generally have few N-scale items. 

As it turns out, I see this as a huge advantage, because I have no reason to 

spend a bunch of money at the show, so I can focus my time on running 

trains and eating. These are both two of my favorite activities. As usual, 

the egg salad sandwiches were excellent!! 

 

Modules for the show were provided by Jim Altobello, Dave Davies, 

Matt Guey-Lee, Pat, Chris, and Ed Hyland, Ben Jackson, Steve Jack-

son, and Frank  Panek. The layout this year featured two independent 

loops. One of the loops was all-DC powered while the other was all-DCC. 

Cliff Enz, Matthew Whiting,  and Dave Balderston stopped by during 

the show, to provide their good company and moral support. 

 

New Modules 

 

The Hylands provided 

most of the corners for 

both layout and the 

stable included their 

super-elevated corners. 

These are larger-radius 

corners than we typi-

cally use for T-RAK,  

and as a result, we can 

run some equipment at 

higher speeds than we 

can typically with T-

TRAK . You can see 

the larger corners in 

the DC layout on the 

layout diagram. My 

bullet train logged 

several happy, full-

speed miles on the DC 

http://twitter.com/nvntrak
http://www.facebook.com/
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2011 Rail Events Timetable 
 

Upcoming NVNTRAK Events 

(Train running events in BOLD ) 

(Events are NTRAK unless noted) 

 

 

Saturday & Sunday ï January 1-2, 2011 ï Greenbergôs Train & Toy Show.  Show Times: Saturday 1000-1600hrs; Sunday 

1000-1600 hrs.  Dulles Expo Center, 4368 Chantilly Shopping Center, Chantilly, VA (NTRAK and T -TRAK  layouts; DCC 

and analog) Clinic; Operation Lifesaver.  Set-up Coordinators: Jim Davis (NTRAK), Matt Guey-Lee (T-TRAK) Trailer & 

Hauler: NVX-3, Jim Davis.  Set-up Friday 1300-1930 hrs; Saturday 0700-1000; Click and clamp down 0900 hrs. 

 

Saturday & Sunday, January 8-9, 2011 ï Greenbergôs Train & Toy Show, York Expo Center, 334 Carlisle Avenue, York, 

PA 17404.  Show Times: 1000 ï 1600 hrs each day.  Set Up Coordinator: Dale Rinker  Trailer and Hauler: NVX-4, Cotton 

Bowen.  Set-up Friday 1300-1930 hrs; Saturday 0700-1000; Clamp down 0900 hrs. 

 

NOTE LOCATION  - Sunday, January 16, 2011 ï Annual NVNTRAK General Membership Meeting ï Providence Presbyte-

rian Church, 9019 Little River Turnpike (Route 236) Fairfax, VA, 22031. 1300-1800 hours.  Annual silent and live auction and 

business meeting.  NOTE LOCATION  

 

Saturday & Sunday ï February 5-6, 2011 ï Great Scale Train Show.  Maryland State Fairgrounds, 2200 York Road, Timo-

nium, MD 21093.  Show times: 1000 ï 1600 each day. (No club layouts; shopping trip only). 

 

Sunday - February 6, 2011 ï Back Shop 1400-1800 hrs.  Fairfax (Franconia) Fire Station #5 6300 Beulah Street, Alexandria, 

VA (703.971.5858).  Coordinator: Rodney Bohlmann; no trailer. 

 

February  (specific date: t.b.d.)ïBoard of Directors Meeting 1900-2100 hrs. JB Weileppôs home, 5412 Blacksburg Road, 

Springfield, VA 22151 (703-941-4035). 

 

Sunday - February 20, 2011 - Fairfax Station Railroad Museum 1300-1600 hrs.  11200 Fairfax Station Road, Fairfax Sta-

tion, VA 22039 (703.425.9225) Setup Coordinator: Cotton Bowen; Trailer: NVX-3; trailer hauler: t.b.d.  Set-up: 1130 - 1300 

hrs; Clamp-down 1230 hrs. 

 

Saturday - March 5, 2011 (tentative) ï Lorton Station Elementary School PTA Health and Safety Fair 0930-1230 hrs. 

Lorton Station School 9298 Lewis Chapel Road, Lorton, VA. (T-TRAK)  (703.642.6000) Set-up Coordinator: James Alto-

bello; no trailer.  Set-up 0800-0930 hrs; click together 0900 hrs.  OL presentations. 

 

Sunday - March 6, 2011 ï Back Shop 1400-1800 hrs.  Fairfax (Franconia) Fire Station #5 6300 Beulah Street, Alexandria, VA 

(703.971.5858).  Coordinator: Rod Bohlmann; no trailer. 

 

March  (specific date: t.b.d.)ï Board of Directors Meeting 1900-2100 hrs.  JB Weileppôs home, 5412 Blacksburg Road, 

Springfield, VA 22151 (703-941-4035). 

 

Saturday & Sunday - March 12-13, 2011 ï Boy Scout Troop 964 Train Show.  Saunders Middle School, Manassas, VA 

(703.670.9188).  Set-up Coordinator, trailer and hauler: t.b.d. Set-up Friday 1600- 2100 hrs (4-9pm); Saturday 0700-1000 hrs 

(7-10am); Clamp Down ï 0900.  Show hours Saturday 1000-1700 hrs (10am-5pm); Club Play Time Sunday 0900-1300 hrs 

(9am-1pm); Layout: medium to large oval; DCC and analog.  Show hours Sunday 1300-1700 hrs (1pm-5pm).  Multiple OL 

presentations will be provided to Boy Scouts earning the Railroading merit badge. 

 

Sunday - March 20, 2011 ï Fairfax Station Railroad Museum 1300-1600.  11200 Fairfax Station Road, Fairfax Station, 

VA 22039 (703.425.9225).  Setup Coordinator: Cotton Bowen; Trailer: NVX-3; trailer hauler: t.b.d.  Set-up: 1130 - 1300 hrs; 

Clamp-down 1230 hrs. 
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show ready NTRAK modules that appear in shows in 

2011, beginning with the Greenberg Toy and Train Show 

at Chantilly, VA on News Yearôs Day. 

 

The anniversary logo will also be used for a club car that 

will be available for sale later this year.  An anniversary 

luncheon is also planned for the summer. 

 

Long time member, and two-time Call Board editor Ches-

ter Freedenthal, will be writing a series of articles for the 

Call Board using the reflections of members, old and new, 

on the reason(s) they joined Northern Virginia NTRAK, 

and recalling memorable moments from the past.  I urge 

all members to provide Chester with a paragraph or two on 

why you joined NVNTRAK.  (See Chesterôs call for mate-

rial elsewhere in this issue of the Call Board.) 

 

As noted earlier, the Annual Meeting will be held on Sun-

day, January 16, 2011, at the Providence Presbyterian 

Church located at 9019 Little River Turnpike in Fairfax, 

VA.  This is a new location for the annual meeting, due to 

the unavailability of the Bingo Hall at the Franconia Fire 

Station.  The meeting will be held from 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 

p.m. and will include the annual auction (silent and live) 

and the business meeting.  One of the items of business 

will be the election of two members to the Board of Direc-

tors and approval or disapproval of proposed revisions to 

the clubôs by laws.  (Directions to the meeting site are lo-

cated elsewhere in this issue.) 

(Continued from page 1) 
layout. The kids loved watching the bullet train whiz by at 

full -blast! 

 

The Hylands also brought out their six-foot yard set. These 

modules were built atop three Shapemaster frames. Scenery 

for this yard has not yet been completed, but the Ed said that 

they planned to have a slum along the back of the scene and 

storage for their trolleys and inter-urbans. 

Dave Davies has been building a home layout using T-RAK  

modules. He brought out six feet of one of his industrial areas 

in order to facilitate some switching operations on the layout. 

Dave was able to set some cars out and pick them up at the 

various sidings on the layout. He used a blue dinosaur from 

my Jurassic Corner as his blue flag, to warn other operators, 

when he was switching. I was not able to switch with Dave as 

I had hoped, but really liked seeing his locals running around 

operating on the layout. The impact to the train running was 

minimal if at all due to good cooperation between the opera-

tors. The following diagram is of the entire ten-foot switching 

district. Only six feet of it were brought to the show and of 

that only four feet ended up being used as a result of a me-

chanical problem, but I really liked the operational capability 

embedded in the modules. 

Matt Guey-Lee has also been building some new T-TRAK  

modules for a home layout. Matt has been following the lead 

of the Hylands by building modules that feature the rails 

within the streets to support inter-urban operation. On Satur-

day morning, Matt arrived with three feet-worth of modules 

and they discovered that they needed one more for balance, 

but could fit three more if he had them. Since Matt lives so 

close to the show, he hopped in his car and went back to his 

house to pick up three of his street-themed modules. They 

made a very nice addition to the layout. 

 

 

Call for Nominations 

 
The two year terms of Board of Director members Jim 

Davis and Chris Hyland will expire January 2011.  Both 

have announced that they will seek reelection to a second 

consecutive two year term to the Board. 

 

Nominations are open for members who wish to seek elec-

tion to the NVNTRAK Board of Directors.  Members may 

nominate themselves or may nominate another member.  

Candidates must concur with their nomination.  Nomina-

tions may be made to any member of the Board of Directors.  

Nominations will be announced at the annual meeting on 

January 16, 2011.  Additional nominations may be made at 

that time.  To be eligible for election to the Board of Direc-

tors, candidates must be a member in good standing. 
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Brutus 
Mitchell Brown 

 

The name ñBRUTUSò has been important in world his-

tory.  Who can forget Caesarôs (the original Latin spelling) 

famous reported comment ñEt tu Brute?ò  (I hope I re-

membered this right.) 

 

And recently, the National Geographic Wild Network 

showcased a grizzly bear that had been raised from birth 

by a human;  he had been imprinted, as though a human 

was actually his parent.  His name is also ñBrutus.ò 

 

Well, é just recently this year, a dog named ñBrutus,ò a 

17-pound Lhasa Apso, is responsible for a special donation 

to NV-Ntrak. 

 

When I joined the NV-

Ntrak DCC Committee 

this past summer, I was 

surprised to learn that the 

T-Trak Group didnôt have 

regular access to the 

clubôs DCC Systems.  

Most times their set-ups 

were powered by a per-

sonal DCC Command 

Station provided by a 

member such as Steve Jacksonôs Digitrax brand Zephyr  

 

The picture below shows the power system that they had 

been  using.  When I discussed the problem with my dog 

named ñBrutus,ò he really seemed concerned.  He lost 

many nights of sleep, didnôt eat any dog food, and gener-

ally seemed forlorn. 

 

But, after about a week, his appetite returned, he began 

sleeping soundly and he tail started wagging again.  What I 

soon learned was that ñBrutus,ò on his own, had arranged 

for an anonymous donation of a DCC System to NV-Ntrak 

for exclusive use of the T-Trak Group.  This is a complete 

system including a Digitrax brand Zephyr Command Sta-

tion, a UR91 Radio Receiver (we can add a UR92 receiver 

if needed later), several UT4R Radio Throttles, a Wiring 

Harnesses, including the special requirements for a Pro-

gramming Track, and a sealed plastic tub to contain the 

whole system.  The tub also includes a full color picture of 

ñBrutusò glued to the inside of the lid. 

 

Brutus additionally arranged transportation to the T-Trak 

set-up at Fairfax Stationôs (by me, of course) for the formal 

turn-over celebration. 

 

The picture below shows the actual receipt.  As they say 

ñAccepting for the T-Trak Group of NV-Ntrak éò  

 

 


